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A Reason to Sing

BY STEFANI MCDADE

JOHN MORENCY’S EYES GROW MISTY as he sings alongside fellow barber-
shop enthusiasts. It’s moments like this—when he’s touched by a certain
melody or lyric—that grief ambushes him. A little over a year ago, John
lost his wife Cheryl after a three-year battle with cancer. continuedonpgas
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Although each day brings a fresh
swell of mourning, he thinks back to
all that God has done to profoundly
alter the direction of his life.

When Cheryl had grown too
weak to attend church, they turned
on the small television in her hos-
pital room and started watching
the In Touch program. Every Sun-
day morning they listened, took
notes, and discussed the sermon
together. As they did, God began to
touch their hearts—healing emo-
tional wounds they never realized
they had.

For as long as he could remem-
ber, Morency had woken up each
morning with an inexplicable anger
in his heart. But it wasn’t until the
broadcast of Dr. Stanley’s message
“Are You Starved for Love?” that he
finally understood where it came
from. John and Cheryl opened
up to each other, sharing painful
memories from their previous
marriages. They spoke of the inad-
equacy they’d felt since childhood
and learned how to encourage one
another.

Now, despite the gaping wound
of grief, he is amazed at how the
Lord was able to turn such difficul-
ties into diamonds. “In the three
years between Cheryl’s diagno-
sis and death, I grew more as a
husband and father than I had in
the previous 61 years of my life,”
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WHEN MORENCY HEARD
DR. STANLEY'S MESSAGE
ARE YOU STARVED

FOR LOVE?” HE FINALLY
UNDERSTOOD WHERE HIS
ANGER CAME FROM.

he said. And the growth hasn’t
stopped there. “I'm still watching
Dr. Stanley,” John said. “Every
Sunday, he says something that
hits me right in the heart.”

Before Cheryl died, Morency had
been a private person. But now heis
stepping outside his comfort zone in
many ways. Prompted by his coun-
selor, John joined a GriefShare
group so he can openly discuss his
mourning process and God’s work
in his life. He was also encouraged
to write out a list of childhood pas-
sions. As he did, he noticed that
only one of the items included other
people—singing.

He signed up for alocal men’s bar-
bershop chorus, praying, “God, can
I glorify You in this?” Now, every
Tuesday night, he joins voices with
a group of other men—and despite
the tears of grief, John finds a rea-
son to sing.

Watch Dr. Stanley online at

intouch.org/tv.
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HIS WORDS. YOUR NOTES. ONE PLACE.

With everything in one convenient place—your
notes, Dr. Stanley’s Life Principles, a one-year
Bible reading plan, and a scripture reference
log—you’ll cut down on the clutter, both in your
mind and on your desk.
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