5 Spotlight

THERE'S MORE TO ME THAN
MEETS YOUR EYE.

GOD

Saying Yes to God

BY STEFANI MCDADE

BRIAN HOLLAND POURS A CUP OF COFFEE for one of his regular customers at
Phoenix Roasters, but when the man pulls out his wallet, Holland waves him
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emblem of Holland’s church and mis-
sional company—a phoenix encir-
cling a branch of coffee cherries.

Ifyou ask Holland what he does for
a living, he’ll tell you he’s a full-time
pastor and a full-time coffee roaster.
Indeed, he spends about 60 hours a
week in the warehouse, overseeing
production, coordinating shipments,
and meeting with partners. But every
Sunday morning rows of chairs are
set up to face a wooden platform in
the far corner of the warehouse, and
it’s here that Holland lives out his first
calling—standing up as the unlikely
pastor to lead a small congregation
of unlikely people: the broken and
overlooked in his community.

Long before starting the coffee
company and opening a church, Hol-
land had spent 11 years as a well-paid
youth pastor. It took a chance meet-
ing with Dr. Stanley for him to finally
make a leap of faith. After Holland
shared both his God-given dreams
and his fears of what he might lose,
Dr. Stanley asked him, “Don’t you
know God will take responsibility
for all the consequences of a heart
that is fully devoted to Him?”

That question guides Holland’s
ministry philosophy to this day.
Instead of buying coffee as needed,
Holland pays 10 times more than fair
trade upfront for an entire harvest.
Doing so helps to support mission-
ary farmers in Central America

1T TOOK

A CHANCE MEETING
WITH DR. STANLEY
FOR HOLLAND

1O FINALLY MAKE

A LEAP OF FATTH.

and ensure a living wage for their
migrant workers. This means Hol-
land runs Phoenix Roasters by faith,
trusting God will provide enough
customers and local partnerships
for the company to sell its coffee and
make enough profit to survive. Yet
even then, most of the money Hol-
land makes goes back into planting
churches, and the missional farmers
use their profit for local ministry.

Now, because of Holland’s obedi-
ence to God’s call, three campuses
have been established in the Atlanta
area, and many marginalized people
in rural villages of Central America
are being served with kindness, led
to faith, and discipled through the
Messenger. All the while, Holland
keeps his eyes fixed on the future,
where the harvest is ever plentiful.
He knows the only thing required is
faith the size of a mustard seed—
and maybe a few coffee beans.

6 Learn more about the Messenger

ministry at intouch.org/get-involved.
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As we face the joys and struggles of each day, it’s crucial to keep
our mind centered on God’s Word for direction. Dr. Stanley encourages
us to bring God’s promises and faithfulness to our minds daily.
Our new In Touch Art Prints provide visual reminders of His presence
as we journey through daily life. Beautifully designed and crafted,
these scriptural art pieces bring to mind the magnitude of the God

we serve, who loves and guides us through all seasons.

SET OF THREE: FREE ADDITIONAL THREE: $9 USD

(Frames not included. Each print measures 5"x7". One free set per person while supplies last.)
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