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Let It Be a Sweet Sound

BY STEFANI MCDADE

STELIOS SKIADAS LEANED FORWARD WITH EYES CLOSED, fingers gliding across
the keyboard, and singing. His voice filled the empty sanctuary of a small
church in Athens, Greece. Every Sunday morning in this room, he leads his
congregation in worship—but on this day, he came to sing alone. continuedonpg46
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When Skiadas accepted Christ
four years earlier, he began telling
everyone he knew about the gospel
of grace—and had soon led dozens
ofhis friends and family to faith. Yet
over time, his soul grew dark with
depression. For months, he says, the
devil reminded him of all the mis-
takes he’d ever made. Wondering
what someone so imperfect could
offer the perfect God, Skiadas soon
stopped praying. He felt God had
abandoned him altogether.

After playing in the empty sanc-
tuary for a while, Skiadas noticed
that the church secretary—a men-
tor of his—was in her office. That’s
when he decided to openup about his
struggles. She listened. After hear-
ing his concerns, she handed Skiadas
some discs and told him to watch.
They were recorded broadcasts of
the In Touch program in Greek.

That evening Skiadas went home,
opened up his laptop and played the
first sermon. He was shocked to
discover that this respected pastor
had once found himself in a similar
crisis. As Dr. Stanley shared about
the time he lay helpless in a hospital
bed, rebuking the devil’s lies with
the Word of God, Skiadas knew
that he must do the same. “God will
never leave me or forsake me,” he
repeated out loud.

Within weeks, Skiadas felt his
spirit lift with renewed strength,

SKIADAS FELT TS SPIRIT
LIFT WITH RENEWED
STRENGTH. AND HE TIAS
CONTINUED WATCHING
THE INTOUCH PROGRAM
LVER SINCE.

and he has continued watching the
In Touch program ever since. Every
morning during his quiet time, he
reads the In Touch devotional to
prepare himself for daily minis-
try—not only as the worship leader
at his church, but also as aclerkina
large bookstore.

Recently, on his break, Skiadas
went downstairs to the bookstore
cafe, sat down at the empty piano,
and began to play. Hymns filled the
air until, moments later, he was
interrupted by his boss. But instead
of reprimanding him, Skiada’s boss
asked if he would be willing to play
more often. Amazed, he said yes.

The only thing Skiadas loves more
than worship is sharing Christ with
those around him. Already, he has
led four coworkers to faith—and
he continues to praise God for the
opportunity to share the music of His
soul with all who are ready to listen.

é Learn how Greek Christians serve the
hurting. Visit intouch.org/greece.
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MORE LIKE
HRIST

We Shall Be Like Him, Dr. Charles Stanley
yrovides biblical teaching through brief essays

~ on faith, devotion, and the abundant life to help

transform us daily into the image of Christ.

ORDER YOUR FREE BOOKLET TODAY!

1-800-980-0020 | INTOUCH.ORG/FREE

Limit one free booklet per household. Additional booklets i
$4 each. Offer valid until 12/31/18 or while supplies last. ;
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